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Getting Started: Your Financial Consultation Process

We’re excited to help you achieve your financial goals. To ensure an accurate and tailored plan, gathering key
information upfront is essential. Don’t worry—this process is straightforward, and we’re here to guide you every step
of the way. Below is a checklist of documents and details that will help us create a comprehensive strategy. If you
have questions, feel free to call. You’re already on the path to success!

Information Checklist:

Account Statements:

● Brokerage Accounts
● Retirement Accounts
● 529/Education Accounts
● Employee Benefit Accounts
● Other Accounts (e.g., credit cards)
● Mortgage Statements

Employee Benefits:

● Benefits Packet/Booklet
● Business Agreement (if applicable)

Insurance Policies:

● Medical, Life, Annuities, Long-Term Care

Additional Documents:

● Last 2 Years’ Tax Returns
● Trust Documents & Real Estate List
● Mortgage Terms (rate, term, prepayment details)

Important Notes:

We encourage you to share anything that might affect your financial planning, including unique circumstances or
goals. The more we know, the better we can serve you. Together, we’ll build a financial plan designed for your future
success.



Top Questions to Ask Your Financial Advisor

1. What is your investment philosophy?
Understanding their approach to investing helps ensure their strategy aligns with your goals and
risk tolerance.

2. Are you a fiduciary?
Confirming fiduciary status ensures your advisor is legally obligated to prioritize your best
interests.

3. How do you tailor financial plans to individual needs?
This highlights their customization process and commitment to personalized service.

4. What types of clients do you typically work with?
Knowing their client base can give you insight into their experience with people in similar financial
situations.

5. How are your fees structured, and what will I pay?
Transparency about fees helps you avoid surprises and understand the cost of their services.

6. How often will we meet to review my portfolio?
Regular reviews keep your financial plan on track and responsive to changes in your life or the
market.

7. What services do you offer beyond investment management?
Advisors may provide holistic services like tax planning, estate planning, or retirement strategies.

8. How do you handle market volatility?
Their response can reveal how they manage risk and maintain focus on long-term goals.

9. What tools and reports will I have access to?
Knowing how you’ll receive updates and track progress can ensure transparency and
communication.

10. What is your process for selecting investments?
This question uncovers their research methods and criteria for choosing assets.

11. How do you integrate socially responsible investing (SRI) or environmental, social, and
governance (ESG) factors?
If values-based investing matters to you, this is essential to ask.

12. Can you help me with tax-efficient strategies?
Maximizing tax efficiency can significantly impact your financial outcomes.

13. What happens if I need to access my funds?
Understanding liquidity and withdrawal policies ensures you can meet future needs.

14. What certifications or credentials do you hold?
Credentials like CFP®, AIF®, or CFA® demonstrate specialized expertise.

15. How do you stay updated on financial regulations and market trends?
Continuous learning shows a commitment to providing informed advice.





SHORT AND LONG TERM GOALS

Please list goals according to time period:

Next 2 weeks

Next 2-4 weeks

Next 1-4 months

Less than 1 Year

Less than 5 Years

More than 5 Years
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